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INTRODUCTION
Domestic Abuse

Definition

“Domestic abuse involves the misuse of power and is based on a range of controlling behaviours, which can include: physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial abuse where the abuser is known to that person through an existing or past relationship. Domestic abuse can occur in any relationship, including same-sex relationships and within family networks”.

Research indicates that domestic abuse is predominantly perpetrated by men and the overwhelming majority of victims of domestic abuse are women and children.  However, it is also recognised that all strategies that seek to combat domestic abuse should approach the issue in an inclusive manner acknowledging that it affects both men and women, irrespective of sexuality, age, ethnicity, social background, physical or mental ability.

THE FORUM

Charnwood Domestic Abuse Forum is a multi-agency forum, with representatives from statutory, voluntary and private sector organisations, working together across Charnwood Borough to address issues surrounding domestic abuse in the community.
The aims of the Forum are to:
1. Provide an arena for the exploration and discussion of issues surrounding domestic abuse

2. Offer an opportunity for people working in and around the field of work of domestic abuse to meet together to update on current activities, raise any concerns and to share good practice
3. Bring together individuals from a wide range of organisations and agencies across all sectors  (voluntary, not-for-profit, statutory or private) of service provision
4. Update individuals (organisations and agencies) on new domestic abuse legislation and local services
5. Focus on specific areas of concern in the field of work and explore opportunities to plan and initiate any appropriate actions
6. Where appropriate, link discussions and actions with existing and proposed strategies across all sectors
7. Work, wherever possible, to increase levels of understanding of the issues surrounding domestic abuse, and provide training opportunities where appropriate
8. Work to maintain an active representation of those working in and around the field of work of domestic abuse
The Chair of the forum will be agreed by the group on an annual basis. Loughborough Women’s Aid employ the Forum’s Coordinator, the funding for which is on an annual basis. The Coordinator is responsible for organising the Forum’s bi-monthly meetings, and for representing the group at a number of Countywide Forums. The Coordinator also takes responsibility for developing, and overseeing the delivery of the Forum’s strategy and action plan, in consultation with partner agencies.
THE PARTNERS
Bridge Housing Advice

Charnwood Borough Council
Children and Young People’s Services

Family Steps

Homestart Charnwood

Leicestershire County Council

Leicestershire Police
Leicestershire Partnership  Trust

Loughborough Women’s Aid

Probation Services
Specialist Domestic Violence Court

Turning Point
Victim Support

WALL

Charnwood
Charnwood sits centrally in the triangle formed by Nottingham, Leicester and Derby.  It is a northerly borough of Leicestershire with a population of 155,400 in 60,472 households.  Just over one third of the population live in the university town of Loughborough in the north of the borough.  Of the remaining two thirds, many live in larger villages/small towns along the Wreake and Soar Valleys
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Ethnicity

According to the 2001 Census 10.8% of the population in Charnwood is from a Black and Minority Ethnic origin. The largest BME communities are Indian, Other White and Bangladeshi.
Economics

Levels of deprivation in Charnwood are relatively low, 82.8% of the working age population are economically active, however there are small pockets of more severe deprivation in parts of Loughborough Hastings, Loughborough Storer and Loughborough Shelthorpe wards.

The Scale of domestic abuse
Nationally
Domestic abuse is a long-standing problem for society with particular impact on women and children.  
· Every week 2 women are murdered in England and Wales by their current or former partner, equating to 40% of all female homicide victims. [Department of Health 2005].  
· Domestic abuse accounts for between 16-25% of all recorded crime. [Home Office 2004]
· Domestic abuse claims the lives of two women each week and 30 men per year.

· One in six (16%) men (aged 16 or over) and one in four women (29%) will suffer domestic

abuse in their lifetime. This equates to c2.6 million men and 4.5 million        women. 4.2% of men and 7.5% were victims in 2009/10.
· 30% of domestic abuse starts during pregnancy.

· Domestic abuse is the single most quoted reason for becoming homeless (Shelter, 2002).

· At least 750,000 children witness domestic abuse every year. [Department of Health 2002]
· In 80% of domestic abuse incidents involving families, the children are in the same or next room.

· There has been a decrease in the cost of domestic violence from £23bn in 2001 to £16bn in 2008.  This is the result of a small increase in the cost of services, which is far outweighed by the decrease in the cost of lost economic output and the decrease in the human and emotional costs.

Locally
On a local level, statistics have shown that during the period 2007/2010, Charnwood consistently recorded the highest number of reported incidents of domestic abuse in the County.
· Leicestershire Constabulary has handled over 23,000 domestic abuse incidents (recorded and non-recorded) in the County (excluding City and Rutland) in the three years to March 2010.

· According to costing estimates produced by Professor Sylvia Walby
, the costs to the Criminal Justice system of the six homicides and 111 serious woundings in Leicestershire alone would amount to more than £1.7m alone (at 2004 costs). In addition, the cost to the local Health Service is estimated to be around £1.02m. 

Recorded Domestic Abuse Incidents in Leicestershire 2007 – 2010

	Recorded Domestic Abuse Incidents
	2007/08
	2008/09
	2009/10

	Blaby
	376
	400
	416

	Charnwood
	943
	1045
	1072

	Harborough
	274
	269
	289

	Hinckley & Bosworth
	511
	531
	466

	Melton
	197
	233
	249

	North West Leicestershire
	580
	590
	469

	Oadby & Wigston
	250
	318
	347

	Total
	3131
	3386
	3308


Non -Recorded Domestic Abuse Incidents in Leicestershire 2007 – 2010

	Non – Recordable Incidents
	2007/08
	2008/09
	2009/10

	Blaby
	338
	411
	483

	Charnwood
	993
	1053
	1213

	Harborough
	245
	320
	349

	Hinckley & Bosworth
	495
	529
	628

	Melton
	268
	304
	295

	NW Leics
	577
	605
	645

	Oadby & Wigston
	277
	372
	397

	Total
	3992
	4477
	4872


The Charnwood Community Safety Partnership

The Charnwood Domestic Abuse Forum is supported by the Charnwood Community Safety Partnership whose mission is:
“To contribute to a high quality of life for all, across both urban and rural communities. To create an environment where people can feel secure and live without the threat or fear of crime and disorder”

The Community Safety Partnership is a sub-group of Charnwood Together, the borough’s Local Strategic Partnership, and is committed to two targets – to ‘reduce repeat incidents of domestic abuse’ (National Indicator 32) and to ‘make communities safer’ (Public Service Agreement 23). 
The work of the forum then feeds back into this Partnership and assists with the meeting of these targets.

Key actions from the Community Safety Partnership which relate to the forum are to:

· Identify  prolific offenders of domestic abuse and then:
· Agree multi agency actions

· Monitor enforcement measures taken

· Evaluate the number of multi agency task and finish groups

· Evaluate the outcomes of multi agency task and finish groups

· Raise awareness of support services by:
· Design, produce and disseminate service literature 

· Developing an enhanced marketing strategy to make literature available 

· Ensure literature is available for hard to reach groups

 The 2011 – 2014 Charnwood Domestic Abuse Forum Strategy

The Forum’s vision is to reduce domestic abuse through working in partnership to prevent domestic abuse, and by providing support and protection to anyone who has been, or may be, affected by domestic abuse.  In addition the purpose of the strategy is to increase reporting of domestic abuse to the police and to reduce repeat victimisation and offending. 
The three aims of the strategy are:

· Prevention - looking at ways to change attitudes, and ensuring that information about domestic abuse is widely available.
· Support - ensuring that support is available to those who have experienced domestic abuse, either as children or adults.
· Protection – minimising the risk to survivors and their children.
The Action Plan for the strategy will include the objectives, action points, key agencies, tasks and progress for each quarter. 
The Action Plan is initially devised on an annual basis, but is considered a ‘living’ document. Progress will be monitored at each Forum meeting and the Action Plan updated accordingly by the Forum Coordinator. If additional issues arise that need input from the Forum, these will be discussed at Forum meetings, and members will agree any necessary additions to the plan.   
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� Leicestershire Constabulary CrimSec data


� Professor Sylvia Walby ‘The Cost of Domestic Violence’ September 2004, Women &Equality Unit
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